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THE MONTH. 


Tax public mind has continued to be much occupied with General Gordon. On 
Friday, March 13th, funeral services were celebrated at St. Paul's Cathedral and at 
Westminster Abbey, besides a number of other places throughout the country. At 
St. Paul's, the Bishop of Newcastle preached from the text, “ Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit.” At Westminster, the Dean delivered an address founded on the words, 
“ As dying, and behold, we live.” The Princess of Wales and Prince Waldemar were 
present at the service at St. Paul's, and the Duke of Cambridge at Westminster. 
At the latter place there was also a large attendance of officers and men of the 
different regiments stationed in London. It is a most remarkable testimony to the 
singular elevation and force of character of this distinguished soldier and Christian 
that only one sentiment has been felt regarding him wherever he has been known or 
his fame has reached. Perhaps there has never been in the course of history a more 
sincere and wide-spread acknowledgment of worth and service. The native press in 
India, for instance, has re-echoed the sentiments of the English journals with the 
utmost sincerity and cordiality. Civilized and semi-civilized races have conspired 
in paying the tribute of acknowledgment, and in view of the profound emotion pro- 
duced by his death, we may believe that his example will continue for generations to 
exert a mighty influence for good. Thus, though dead, he will live, and produce, 
indeed, a more abundant harvest of life after he has himself been committed to the 
dust, 


The National Memorial to the memory of Gordon is not to be a monument of 
stone or marble, but an institution for doing good to all classes, creeds, and nationali- 
ties. The Government of Egypt has given the land on which the institution is to 
be erected, and the funds placed at the disposal of the Lord Mayor are ample enough 
to meet the expense of the building. The institution will be carried on by subscrip- 
tions raised in this country, and will be under the most effective management. Our 


wounded soldiers and sailors will be able to take advantage of it in returning to their — 


native country. This form of memorial will be most suitable to the character and 
career of the man whose name it is intended to commemorste, and it will remain to 
all generations a means of doing good to our suffering fellow creatures. 


The serious and critical position of affairs has called forth a desire on the part of 
Christian people to make special arrangements for united supplication and humilia- 
tion before God. In our last issue there appeared an appeal ‘on this subject from 
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the Council of the Evangelical Alliance. Meetings for the same purpose have been 
held at the well-known centres of religious life in the metropolis, and the usual 

conference of the Alliance, for the month of March, was made a special 
occasion for humiliation and prayer. Throughout the country, also, there has 
been much prayer on the stated occasions of public worship with reference to the 
dangers with which we have been threatened. We have every confidence that these 
petitions have not ascended in vain, bat have been accepted by the great Hearer of 


The Peace Society have held some meetings and addressed some letters to 


those in authority, with the view of checking the effusion of blood which has, unfor-— 
tunately, taken place. The efforts of this society, we believe, are by no means lost, 


though they may not appear to be followed by any immediate effect. No attentive 


_ reader of the utterances of public men can fail to note that the moral responsi- 


bilities of war are now viewed in a different aspect from what they once were. 
Even ‘when it is considered necessary to engage in conflict with other nations, it is 
looked on as a hard necessity—a thing to be avoided, if it possibly can. As far as 
our own country is concerned, we may hope that whenever we are compelled to 
draw the sword it will be with a clear conscience in the sight of God and man. 


The project for establishing a Bishopric in Fiji is not to be carried out, in 
consequence of its being discovered that a large portion of the proposed endow- 
ment consists of land which is not of much value. It has, therefore, been considered 
expedient to postpone the scheme, if not to abandon it altogether. 


The Vicar of St. Margaret's, Ilkley, having been found fault with for allowing 
some meetings of the Wesleyans to be notified at his church, preached a sermon in 
which he dealt with the question of the position which members of the Church of 
England should hold to Nonconformists, He recognized the tokens of the Spirit's 
presence in Nonconformists as well as in Churchmen. Faith and all the graces that 
follow faith were manifest in their character and conduct. They had their saints 
and heroes just as the Church had hers. Under these circumstances he felt that 
it was incumbent on those of his own communion to recognize others as fellow 
Christians, and not to draw aside from them or act towards them in an unfriendly 
or hostile spirit. If the course of conduct here recommended were uniformly 
pursued, it would be for the advantage of all concerned. The questions which 
separate one party from another might then be settled without much bitterness, 
and in those things wherein they agreed they could co-operate with mutual 
advantage. 


Sir William Muir, the new Principal of Edinburgh University (and one of 
the Vice-Presidents of the Evangelical Alliance), has lost no time in showing 
how earnest he is in the matter of religion. At an evangelistic meeting for 
students held in the Odd Fellows’ Hall, Edinburgh, under the presidency of 
Professor Simpson, Sir William said that he thought it right to tell them how 
heartily he sympathized with the great mévement going on amongst them. It 
would be contrary to all his sympathies and sentiments if he did not feel the 
deepest interest in that occasion. Religion, he said, ought to be everything with 
them. It onght to be their first and chief object to secure the one thing needful. 
They ought to be “out and out,” whatever they were, and they would find that it 
was not only the best course, but also the safest and wisest. whe OES 
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Christ imparted a manliness to those who adopted it; it raised their character, 
becanse it brought them into troe relation with their Maker, with themselves, and 
with those about them. There was nothing that gave them a greater purpose, 
nerve, or power than the adoption of the Christian faith, and the following it out 
with fall purpose of heart. 


The Rev. Dr. Fleming Stevenson, of Dublin, has been delivering the second 
series of lectures under the provisions of the will of that eminent missionary, the 
Rev. Dr. Alex. Duff. The trustees belong to several denominations, and they are 
at liberty to select a minister or member of any Evangelical church as lecturer, 
Professor Thomas Smith, of Edinburgh, gave the first series on “ Medinval 
Missions.” Dr. Stevenson appropriately follows by lectures on “The Dawn of the 
Modern Mission.” | 


The plan proposed by the Committee appointed by the Wesleyan Conference for 
dealing with the necessities of East London, has been published. The Committee 
propose to raise a sum of £25,000 to commence operations. There is every likeli- 
hood that there will be a very warm and liberal response to their request. The 
subscriptions are to extend over five years, making £5,000 for each yéar. We 
should not be surprised to learn that the donations flowing in were in excess of the 
amount asked for. The Wesleyans possess some of the most able evangelists in the 
country among the number of their labourers, and have shown very great earnestness 
in endeavouring to solve the problem of how to reach the ignorant and ungodly 


The invitation extended by the Young Men's Christian Association to Herr F. 
Von Schliimbach must be recognized as a very happy idea. That gentleman is 
sometimes spoken of as the German “ Moody.” He has certainly been a most 


laborious and successful evangelist, and has done a great deal to quicken the 
spiritual life of Germany. His name will be familiar to all our readers, as he has 


~ been frequently mentioned in the letters of our own correspondent. It has been, of 


course, with a view to the benefit of German young men resident in London that he 
was invited to come over here. We are afraid that most of that class neglect 
religion altogether. As far as our own experience goes, we have found that German 


Roman Catholics usually attend their places of worship, but a very large number of 
German Protestants do not connect themselves with any church at all. We trust 
the efforts of the Young Men’s Christian Association will be blessed to the spiritual 


interests of these residents in our city. 


The Lord Mayor has granted the use of the Mansion House for the annual 
meeting of the Anti-Opiam Society. The question of the opium traffic with Chins 
has a special interest at the present moment, as there is a prospect of an arrange-. 
ment being made between the two countries which will be satisfactory in a diplo-, 
matic point of view, and also have the effect, it is hoped, of doing something to 
hinder the inland traffic in that noxious drug. The Christian public of England, 
however, ought not to rest till they have compelled the Government of India to give 
up trading in the article. No considerations of revenue ought to be permitted to 
stand in the way. Perhaps it would be impossible to prohibit altogether the manu- 
facture and the export of opium, but it is a degradation for a Christian Government 
to be engaged themselves in such # business. Like many other evils, it only needs 
persistent exposure and determined opposition to bring it to an end. ig | : 
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The pablic have heard with regret that the Bishop of Rochester has begun to feel 
the strain of his many labours, and has been obliged to suspend them till his strength 
is fally restored. His diligence in his diocese has won him the respect of the com- 
munity, and, indeed, few men have been more diligent than he has been in dis- 
charging the many duties of his office. 


The Church Missionary Society are to be congratulated on the event of Wednes- 
day, March 4, when the new wing of the society's house in Salisbury Square was 
opened. The Earl of Chichester, who presided, said that for fifty years it had been 
his prayer—he might say his daily prayer—that he might be enabled really to farther 
the work of the society. A portrait of the Earl was then unveiled by Mr. Beattie, 
and presented to the Committee in the name of various friends. 


The death of Dr. Christopher Wordsworth, late Bishop of Lincoln, has removed 
a very strongly-marked and conspicuous character from the ranks of the dignitaries 
of the Church of England, His eminent scholarship was evidenced in many ways, 
but in the department of sacred learning it showed itself by his well-known Com- 
mentary and edition of the Greek text. When the late Dean Stanley was appointed 
to the Deanery of Westminster, Dr. Wordsworth displayed his conscientiousness 
and courage by reading a public protest against the appointment from his stall in 
the Abbey. In his large and populous diocese of Lincoln he laboured with unre- 
mitting assiduity ; and if he was strict towards others, he did not spare himeelf. 
He was a decided High Churchman, and showed it in an unfortanate way in the 
controversy which arose about the use of the title “ Reverend” on the tombstone of 
a Wesleyan minister; but he was very strongly opposed to the pretensions of the 
Church of Rome, and he had also some sharp encounters with the Ritualists, and 
condemned in the strongest terms the taking of vows of celibacy by the young. 


In the absence of Lord Shaftesbury, Lord Cairns moved the amendment, in the 
House of Peers, in opposition to Lord Thurlow’s motion in favour of opening the 
British Museum and similar public institutions on Sundays. The votes on each 
side being equal, the motion was lost. The opening of these institutions on week 
evenings is a proper step to take in order that the working classes may take 


advantage of them; Sunday opening, however, will prepare the way for other 


sorts of Sunday labour, as many of the working men are wise enough to see. 


LITERARY. 


Dr. Paneer has been fired with a noble ambition in undertaking to produce a 
** People’s Bible.” He seems to have entered on the task with great alacrity and 
exaltation of spirit. The aim he has in view is not to supersede textual com- 
mentaries, but to put forth a book for preachers and readers which shall give the 
characteristic ideas governing each -portion of Holy Writ. Dr. Parker is not 
ashamed to proclaim his unflinching veneration for the Bible as the only book entirely 
suited to the whole of our moral and spiritual nature. He speaks with deserved con- 
tempt of those quibblers and cavillers who are always bringing the small artillery of 
their multifarious petty objections to bear on the enduring Word of God. Dr. 
Parker's point of view is that of the elevating ideas revealed in Scripture, and their 
action on humanity as experienced in the conscience and exemplified in history. 
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His work is vigorous aud interesting, but we are not convinced that it rises to the 
standard at which he aims. There is more cleverness than profundity in his method 
of dealing with the subjects he takes in hand. To begin with, we do not believe that 


the books of Scripture were framed for the purpose of each one some 
governing idea. The Book of Genesis, of course, may be jastly of 
beginnings,” because that character must necessarily attach earliest 


records of human doings, We do not see, however, that Exodus ta = “ book of 
Providence” any more than Esther; and we are still more at a loss in regard to Levi- 
tious being designated a “book of religious mechanics.” tles are very 
ingenious, no doubt, bat, to our mind, books of Scriptare simpler and 
yet profounder rale in simply recording the dealings of God with men as they 
appeared on the field of history, and corresponding experiences of God's people as 
they found expression in psalms, prayers, and prophecies. Dr. Parker is not con- 
tent to be anything less than original, and this we regard as his weak point. He is 
very fond of hitting at theologians and their dogmas, but we confess that we have 
more confidence in the teachings of men who aim at educing the exact sense of 
Scripture than we hare in the somewhat hazy and indistinct, though magniloquently 
worded, generalisations of geniases whose intuitions are too lofty to attend to the 
limitations that are necessary for the clear inculcation of trath. Dr. Parker's ideas 
of inspiration, for instance, are misleading. In asserting that inspiration always exists 
in the Church, he confuses two different things—namely, the illaminating power of the 
Holy Ghost in believers with that special revelation of trath which the reason of 
man could not discover, but which was made known to chosen men, that by them it 
might be communicated to the world. While on these points, however, we do not 
sympathise with Dr. Parker, we are glad to recognize the good work he does in 
setting forth the substance of divine truth in an interesting and striking form. His 
present work wil], we trust, draw attention more and more to the mine of exhaustless 
instruction to be derived from a stady of the whole Word of God. Whoever con- 


tributes to make the Bible interesting and familiar does good service. 


The work of the Young Women’s Christian Association has developed to such 
a degree that a special organ has been devoted to the advocacy of its interests, 
under the title of Our Own Gazette (8. W. Partridge). Some collateral 
subjects are also strongly pressed in this periodical, especially that of Temperance. 
There is a monthly letter from Mrs. Stephen Menzies, and interesting articles both on 
general topics, such as points in natural history, and also on subjects which have a 
special interest for young women, such as dress, etc. Many of the articles are purely 
religious, and ways of doing good are suggested ; besides which, there is an abundant 
supply of anecdotes and tales. The illustrations, which are numerous, are excellently 
done ; and at the end of the volume there is a list of branches and a general direc- 
tory, which are sure to be found very useful, . We cordially recommend the volame 
as an excellent home companion, and trust that it will help efficiently in promoting 
the welfare of the young women of this country, which object it has specially in view. 


A thought for each day is an idea that has been wrought out in various forms. 
There are many books of daily texts and daily reading, some very recent and others 
hallowed by long use. We have received one, the novelty of which lies in the. 
restricted field to which it confines itself. “The King’s Palace,” by the Rev. J. H. 
Rogers (Morgan and Scott), arranges its brief readings under particular parts of the 
body—the heart, lips, eyes, ears, hands, and feet—the general idea being that of 
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using our living frame, in all its members, in the service of our God. Esch read- 


ing is founded on « text, and ends with « brief prayer, making altogether a hand- : 
some and useful little book. 


“The Official Year-book of the Church of England for 1885” (Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge) is the third issue of very complete’ and useful 
manual, containing an immensity of information very clearly arranged. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, speaking at the Diocesan Conference at Lambeth, urged very 
strongly the wide and careful study of the contents of this book, as representing | 
the work of the Church in its true and comprehensive light. The multiplicity of the 
agencies she employs, and the extent of the efforts she puts forth, cannot be other- 
wise understood. Besides other things, it contains a complete chronicle of the evgnts 


“The Clergy Directory ” (Price 4s. 6d. T. G. Johnson, 121, Fleet Street) con- 

tines to deserve the bigh opinions it has already secured. We notice that the 
volume for the current year contains several new features, while the alterations and 
changes have been worked up most carefully, and by means of a small appendix 
brought down to the day before publication. It is a most handy book, and contains 
in the compass of about 730 pp. crn. 8vo. a mine of useful information about the 
clergy and benefices in the Church of England, not forgetting the diocesan estab- 
lishments and an excellent and carefully prepared list of the societies which are 
worked in more or less close connexion with the National Charch. 


. The Silver Morn and Prophetic Voice (No. 2, Vol. I.) says: “ What the 
) Evangelical Alliance is aiming to do so nobly in bringing the Lord's people 
together for fellowship and conference, will be still further promoted if those 
who see ‘ the signs of the times’ will cultivate this blessed fellowship in studying 
the unfalfilled predictions of the Word, and using their knowledge in a practical way 
for the unity of the one body, and also for * edifying one another in these devout 
prophetic commanions.'” 


DAY OF PRAYER FOR COLLEGES. 


THurRsDsr, Jan. 29, was observed as usual | the history of the Church to be firmly per- 
| at Union Theological Seminary. Lectures | suaded that from the beginning the march of 
_ were given up for the day, and a service was | progress has been straight and sure. The 
| held in Adams Chapel at 11 o'clock. Dr. | world was never better than it is now. There 
‘ Hitchcock presided, and brief reports of the | never was more reason to be encouraged. The 
religious condition of the colleges represented | foes of Christianity are changing, and their 
in the Seminary were made by the students. | tactics are changing, but the radical hostility 
Special reference was had to the work of the | is the same. Men must accept salvation as a 
College Young Men's Christian Association, |-free gift, trusting in the atoning sacrifice of 
to the number of men looking forward to the | Christ. This is the great struggle of history. 
ministry, and to revivals in some Western| We condense from the reports made the 
colleges. The Rev. Drs. Hastings and | following facts :— 

iy Prentiss, of the Faculty, Stoddard, of the| Amherst.—344 students, 70 per cent. 
| _ Observer, and Phraner, of Sing Sing, and Mr. | Christians, 70 ministers, Class prayer-meet- 
mth] John Crosby Brown, took part in the exer- ings are held on Sunday night, and a Bible- 
| i cises, The Benediction was pronounced by | class conducted by a member of the faculty 
| _ Dr. Schaff. on Sunday afternoon. 

| 


Dr. Hitcheock said one need not go farinto! Harvard.—One in five or seven Christian. 
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GERMANY. 


| From our own Correspondent. } 
Batlin, March 16, 1885. 
Tue debates on the Budget of the Ministry 


as the matter was referred to the Badget 
Committee; but a discussion took place. 
Our parishes of nearly 100,000 inhabitants 


the country to that calamity. Mach is done 
here by private activity; but this does not 
discharge onr National Church from doing 
her duty, and as long as she is closely con- 
nected with the State, it is but just that the 
Windthorst and all the Ultramontane 


Deputies 
generally watch very closely that in all 
financial matters preference may not be 
given to the Protestants, The Liberals made 
another objection: they said that the Ch 
had enough money to help herself, that 
own resources were only kept 
rule of an orthodox government, 
make any grant 

the 
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an undeniable tendency to opposition, 
not in the least give @ guarantee that the 


“ Liberal” Christians would care to increase 


the Church taxes, if they had the majority in 
all the Synods and in the Church Govern- 
ment. Oa the 


The second motion was pat by Mr. Hahn, 
to the effect that the additional sums given 
to the clergy to make up a certain amoant of 
income shall be granted definitively—not 
annually only. This was voted by « con- 
siderable majority. It will not only create 
great satisfaction among the clergy, but mast 
_be considered as an important step—the first 
sign of real interest shown for our Charch in 
Parliament for a long time ! 

The Young Men's Christian Association in 
the Friedrich’s Hall here, has added « large tem. 
porary hall to the building, as the increase of 
members made this necessary. The opening 
of this hall took place on the 28th of last 
month, when Mr. Schliimbach was present. 
The latter has finished his tour through some 
of the provinces, and was well received every- 
where. We hope that the society will be 
able to acquire soon a bailding of its own. 
The Central Committee for the Working 
Men's Colonies met here last mon 
results of these colonies are marvellous. They 
are full everywhere, and a decrease of beggars 
is visible in almost every 
they have been founded. It shows that 
many of these poor people are prepared to 
work again for their bread when opportunity 
is offered. Even here, in Berlin, a colony of 
that kind is proving useful. 

Mr. Haru, of Hermannsbarg, in Hanover, 
as his late brother, he continued to work in 


the same time the leading genius of an 
extreme Lutheran dissent. This greatly 
injared the mission work, and it is to be 
hoped that a more moderate man may be 
his successor. As I am speaking of those 
servants of the Lord called to their rest, I must 


services on 
week’s illness, she died. The numerous attend- 


other friends will be able to take up the work. 


>" 
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very long again this year in the Prussian 
House of Deputies: The Ultramontanes, | 
whose attitade is more hostile since the last | 
elections, brought forward all their own 
grievances. The interests of our Protestant 
National Church were discussed on the occa- 
sion of two private motions. Oourt Chaplain 
Stocker proposed to request the Government 
to introduce a large sum into next year's 
Badget, in order to facilitate the division of 
the huge parishes in Berlin and other large 
cities. A final vote has not been taken yet, ! 
are really dingrece, and it io very creditable 
to Mr. Stocker that now, year by year, he 
draws the attention of the tatives of | 
opposed, saying that their own = 
wanted no money from the State, bat only 
freedom. This, however, is little more than 
his spirit; only a few years since he was at 
mention a great loss we have just sustained. \ 
Mrs. Hanbury, an English lady of German 
birth, the daughter of the well-known Count 
pastors were fully recognized ! Recke-Volmerstein, came to Berlin last 
autumn to starta work among the poorer 
classes of the north-east of Berlin. She 
rented a former chapel (the Zion Chapel), 
and soon proved a true friend of the poor. 
The Sunday-school, the women’s meeting, 
abd all the other gatherings, succeeded very 
well. A clergyman asuisted her by holding 
that only the so-called orthodox, the belie ance of poor people at her faneral showed how 
soon her work had taken root. We trust that 
themeelves for the Church. 


brightening up; new activity is at work, 


*“* lamps are burning,” “ luins are girded,” and | i 


the consequence is that souls are turning to 
God, the drowsy are awakening, and one is 
surprised at the progress made. It would be 
invidious to say which of the three French- 
speaking cantons—Geneva, Vaud, or Neu- 
chitel—is the most awake; all are pressing 
towards a higher, deeper, sprigbtlier Christian 
life, and, withal, a closer union between 
brethren, irrespective of uniformity. Some 
there be who still keep within their narrow 
snail-shell sectarianism, but the tendency is 
to join hands and hearts on all points on 
which it is possible to agree, and to strive to 
understand the meaning given to words by 
other parties before approving or condemning. 
There are spiritual needs felt and manifested 
in many places wherever purely evangelistic 
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SWITZERLAND. 
[From our own Correspondent. | are held. The Temperance move- 


ment is felt to be of little permanent good 


In another place near the frontier, at Geneva, 
a French commissaire to arrest a 
very correct Genevan pastor, who was super- 
intending the innocent exhibition of a Scripture 
magic lantern to children, in « hall doubly 
authorized by the French law. The exhibitor 
being a lady, the commissaire thought it must 
be a Salvationist affair, and would be « good 
opportunity to show his zeal. He got & 


March 16, 1885. 
“ Ix all conscience,” said the senior mem-/| without the Gospel, and consequently the 
ber of the Constituante to the writer, “a con- | meetings are always evangelistic The per- 
stitution needs to be changed, or at least | sonal testimonies given by converted drank- 
| modified, every fifteen years ; and the con- ards to the power of God through the Gospel 
stitution of the Canton de Vaud has actually 
lasted twenty-four. It is high time to modify 
it.” And it has been modified, principally 
| in the way of a proportionate additional in- 
, come-tax, vexatious to the rich, and inquisi- 
| 6b torial in its supposed working ; and also in 
the wording of the law insuring religious 
liberty, in which an alteration is made, ap- 
| parently slight, but which places in the option 
of local authorities the allowing or refusing of 
| religious meetings. In Lausanne the votes 
were nearly equal. The roughs, led on by 
| the numerous liquor-sellers, had shown their 
colours in a rather unconstitutional and law- 
|| less manner on the occasion of temperance 
, F meetings held by M. de Carteret, of Jersey, 
: in the Tonhalle, and, in consequence, the 
; Radicals obtained a small majority of about 
; fifty. But in the country the Radical votes 
greatly preponderated. Berne also thought 
the time come for a new constitution, but the 
iT “ Noes” in that canton were in large majority. | Hanptweil and Chardonne for rest and spiritual 
Switzerland is perfectly astounded that dyna- | refreshment, and, in many instances cure of 
miters should attempt to play off their foul | diseases ; but it is only recently that others 
tricks in the “ quiet " Republic. The rascals | have ventured the laying on of hands. Elders 
; were arrested in time. The plot was to fire | or pastors do not generally see their way to 
| a part of the town of Berne, and so call off | obey literally the injunction given in James v. 
| attention while they blew up the Federal | 14, 15. We have lately seen two cases of 
| Palace ; from what motive is still an enigma, | cure by this means, and have heard of others. 
except for very mischief, and exciting general | It is purposed to invite some of the delegates 
terror. at the June Convention in London at “ Beth- 
' The Swiss Christians are in many places| shan” over to Switzerland, to give their 
ee | testimony on the subject in a series of meet- 
| ag’. The turmoil excited around the Salva- 
tionists is almost a thing of the past, although 
ma the landlord 6f a lady in Lausanne gave her 
; .§ notice to leave his premises because she had 
; | received some Salvationist friends. The reason 
a was most cogent: “he would lose his custom 
By as distiller and liquor merchant—all the 
it public-house landlords bad warned him of it 
. | — if the Salvationists were seen in his house !” 
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of 


“* Slavery, with all its horrors, has 
Hundreds have deliberately sold themselves to 


Mr. Handford says in another part of the report : 


been revived mainly from the above cause. 


sold their children for a few han 


save themselves dying from starvation. Parents have 


Numerous captures have been made 


of corn, and runaways have returned to their masters. 


in 


, Commander C. Gissing, 


s ‘gunboats, The presence of a Consul 
Mombasa, is a new feature on the East African coast, and a check upon slavery. During 


the year that be has been resident here, I have always experienced the greatest kindness and 
assistance from him. From the first he has taken the liveliest interest in the work of the 


by H.B.M.’ 


He is a regular worshipper on Sundays, and he has helped us with a liberal hand 


in the famine distress, church repairs, etc.” 


of the new Theological College at Osaka, in 


The Rev. C. F. Warren sends an account 
Japan. Bishop Crowther also reports the opening of a new iron church at Nembe, in the 


** The Committee have decided, if God give the men and means, to occupy 


Brass Mission : 


Quetta, the advanced post on the borders of Afghanistan and Beluchistan now permanently 


visited this im- 


annexed by the British Government. Three C.M.S. missionaries have 


| 
Monthly 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
» from Freretown, near Mombasa, in Africa. A cargo of slaves 
by H.M.’s ship Osprey, 240 of the poor creatures were received 
Missionary Society's station at Freretown, at the request of Sir Jc 
circumstance took place in 1875, and a large special fund was then 
the resources of the society, Mr. F. G. Wigram, 
a similar effort to meet the new emergency. The 
ago, and their children, form the bulk of the 
ames D. Rosengrave, has been trained by Mr. Handfc 
. After describing the opening of the new church, and 
ord proceeds: “ About seventy men are employed | 
week ; the former at fifteen pice (about sixpence? 
) per day. With such a large area to cultivate 
any lack of employment. Agriculture does not 
can greatly reduce the expenditare. At the same ti 
rains. Plant too soon, and the seed will become bi 
too late, and the result is much the same. Again, we ° 
circumstances, the crop may spring up, and e hi: 
rains fail, and everything is lost. During the last si 
t us have suffered from want of rain, Freretown has 
able to plant a larger area than I ever remember since 
fact, within the last half-year I have been able to sow 
d in growth and exceedingly prolific. While this has t 
planted the whole of the same area with muhogo, 
dry season, and be ready for plucking about the end of 
the heavy rains. But our prospect for the futare is ir 
were planted some five or six years since. In about f 
tmuts not only to supply the settlement and Momb 
the present the supply is just sufficient for the dormito 
about one halfpenny each, but at Zanzibar they real 
supply this year would have been much larger but { 
farmished strangers who have swarmed in the place for the greater pa 
these, in spite of every precaution, have robbed ts very heavily. Bx 
opened the windows of heaven, and the whole country, north and soutb, 
been refreshed with heavy showers, and my visits to the Giriama country 
back and this month, showed a total change, for the greater part of th 
barren or deserted is now under cultivation, and there is every prosp 
harvest.” 
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portant plece—viz., the late Rev. G. M. Gordon, the Rev. G. Shirt, and the Rev. C. Merk 

The Rev. R. Clark bas been urging this move forward on the society, and im a letter he 

writes: ‘ Will the C.M.S. come boldly forward, and form a perfectly new and strong mission 

at Quetta, a second Peshawar, a second mission directly for the Afghans ! 

sure, would respond to the call if C_M.S. were now to make the F 

Lahore has also written a stirring letter on the subject to the Record newspaper. Before 

either of there reached England, the C.M.S.'s Committee had resol 

feeling that as the whole north-west frontier of India has always belonged to this society, 

they were bound not to hang back. At the same time, the thing must not be done at the 

cost of crippling other missions ; and they are therefore praying that two or able men 

may be stirred up to volunteer especially for this new field, and to go out at their own 

3.” 
BAPTIST (ENGLISH). 

The Missionary Herald contains letters written from Bethel Station, Cameroons, by Mr. 
Samel Silvey and Mr. Thomas Lewis, giving an account of the attack made by 
It seems that King Bell's chiefs and people were much annoyed at his signing the treaty 
with the Germans, so that be was obliged to leave Bell Town. A petty warfare has been 
going on, and Kirg Bell’s house was burned down. This led to the armed interference of 
the Germans, who appear to have acted in a very high-handed manner. Mr. Silvey says: 
“ Not only is Mortonville Mission Station destroyed, but there is not a single house standing 
for miles on that side of the river. The people being proclaimed as rebels, are not at all 
likely to settle there again. Bell Town is also quite ruined as a station ; there are no houses 

nearer than Acqua Town. The teachers and members of the Jebari Church have 
fled for their lives, and now Jebari is occupied by King Bell and his people. Many of the 
mission people round Bethel have gone to Bassa and other places.” A later letter from Mr. 
Silvey reports : “ We are now living under martial law. The natives are proscribed, with 
a reward for their capture, and the German authorities carry everything with a very high 
hand. The English Consul offered his services in the interests of peace with the natives, 
but his services were immediately declined by the German authorities.” On the receipt of 
these letters, the Committee immediately placed themselves in communication with Her 
Majesty's Government, with a view to secure compensation from the German Government 
for the losses incurred by the destruction of mission property at Mortonville and Bell Tuwn, 
and also with a view to secure adequate for their missionaries, and for other 
British residents in the Cameroons district. Ata meeting of the Committee the following 
resolutions were unanimously passed: “ First: That the Committee deeply sympathize 
with their missionary brethren in the Cameroons district in the very anxious time they have 
recently passed through, and assure them of their hearty approval of the steps taken under 
most trying conditions, as reported in their letters of December 24 last. The Committee 
also sincerely sympathize with their brothers and sisters, the native Christians in the 
Cameroons district, in the sufferings, losses, and privations they have been called upon to 
endure, Second: The Committee earnestly trust that Her Majesty’s Government will 
make such representations to the Government of His Imperial Majesty the German Emperor 
as shall speedily secure just compensation for the destruction of mission property, and for 
the future a more considerate recognition of the character and work of the missionaries of 
the society by the German officials at the Cameroons.” The Committee have also arranged 
for the removal of Miss Gwen Thomas from Cameroons to Victoria, where ehe will resume 
the echool work relinquished last year by Miss Fletcher, now on her way to India, And 
they are now giving careful consideration to the steps that may be wisest and best with 
regard to the future of the Cameroons Missions. 

The Missionary Herald has a very good paper by the Rev. Thomas Evans on “ Social 
Reforms in India.” He saye: “Long after I came to India, some thirty years ago, no 
Hindu would ever dream of either allowing a widow to marry, or of seeking a wife for him- 
self or for his son, among those who were looked upon as ‘cursed of the gods,’ by the loss 
of their husbands, however young, or fair, or beautiful, rich, or respectable in the social 
circle the widow might be. The fact that she was a widow—though often she had only 
been betrothed, and had never lived with her to-be husband, and perhaps not ten years of 
age, yet ‘ the gods bad killed her husband,’ as a punishment on her for some crime she was - 
thought to have committed in some former birth, and therefore she was considered as a 
‘cursed thing,’ on account of which she would be shunned by her nearest friends, and hated 
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and despised by her late husband's family as ‘a vile wretch,’ who had been the cause of the 
death of the man who hed the misfortune to make her his wife. Insalt and cruelty often 
of it to desperation and despair, which often ended either in an 
awful plange into a well, or to « disreputable life of prostitution. One name for a widow 
in India is ‘ R&nd,” and ‘ Randi’ is the common term for harlot, ‘which shows the light 
in which the poor despised widows were regarded in Hindu society. Though I say were 
regarded, we are not to suppose tbat the stigma on this state has been abolished throughout 
India. Bat it is a comfort to know that it is now beginning to disappear, especially among 
educated Hindus, and more especially the Moslem community. This will be seen from the 
fact that there is an organ now published in India for the express purpose of ‘ encouraging 
and facilitating widow marriages.’ This paper is published in English, but conducted by 
Hindus. It ts called The Social Reformer, and has been published now for a whole year, and 
the native editor says that ‘ the journal has been started with the object of promoting the 
social felicity of our natives.’ After quoting a number of advertisements from the paper in 
question, Mr. Evans says: “ There are several most pleasing proofs of a vast advancement in 
social reform in India, which one can see in these advertisements. 1. We see that not Brah- 
mos only, but even orthodox Brahmins and Rajpoots, are now willing to marry widows, and 
that bachelors as well as widowers, rich as well as poor, apply for them in marriage. 2. 
Strange to say, we have here high-caste Brahmins williag to marry widows of lower castes than 
themselves ; which indeed is a new thing in India, and which shows that the mighty prejudice 
of caste is fast breaking down where education has come to the rescue. 3. Another very pleas- 
ing feature of these letters is this—that many of them make it a condition that marriage is to be 
solemnized ‘ by non-idolatrous rites.’ 4. Another most pleasing feature of the movement is, 
that not only the parties who wish to marry, but also their ‘ parents and guardians,’ approve 
of this social reform. I am glad to see that this ‘ Social Reform Society ’ is also engaged in 
the publication of a number of pamphlets in the Vernacular, in which is shown the iniquity and 
cruelty of widow degradation, and the desirability of widow marriage. I take this to be a 
pleasing ‘ sign of the times’ in India—a glorious day for the ‘twenty million’ widows in 
India, most of whom are under twelve years of age, and a proof that the salutary leaven of 
divine truth is quietly and secretly, but mightily, moving the corrupt mass of Hindu preja- 
dice and superstition. 
In connexion with the Congo Mission, the Herald records the death of Dr. Sidney 


Comber at Ngombe. 
BAPTIST (AMERICAN). 

In the Baptist Missionary Magazine (Boston), the Rev. W. E. Wilter, writing from a tea- 
garden in Assam, relates: “‘On reaching the house, we find several of the Christians 
gathered there, Dibru brings out a chair, the seat of which is about two inches above 
ground ; over this he spreads a cloth, and asks me to be seated. His wife soon comes out 
with-two large basins of water. She hesitates a moment, a few words are spoken between 
her and the helpers, and she retires with the same. Perceiving that this has some reference 
to myself, 1 inquire the meaning. Dehiram informs me that she wished to wash my feet ; 
that it is customary among the native Christians to perform this act towards their guests who 
have come in from the dust of the streets. They have told her that she need not do this 
for me ; but the humble heart is not satisfied, and she soon returns, and with a cloth dusts 
my shoes, and then takes me by the hand in greeting. I allow the poor woman to do 
because I know it is not done at all in the spirit of worship. Indeed, I do not dare to say 
one word against this custom, since our Lord by this act gave His disciples the last object- 
_ lesson they received from Him. As she was kneeling at .my feet, I believe that I became 

conscious of a willingness on my own part to perform the same act for any of Christ’s little 


ones. 

The Rev. Dr. Vinton, of the Karen Mission, writes: “ Besides the recovery of my 
health, I have been learning many things that will be of inestimable value, financially, to 
the mission under my care. Ist, grafting. American methods fail altogether in Burma. I 
have now learned the Indian processes, hitherto unknown in Burma. This will alone give 
me thousands every year for increased mission work, besides being of incalculable value to 
our Karen Obristians. 2nd, irrigation processes. This country would, with its deficient 
rainfall, be as barren as Sahara. By the cheap and efficient means of irrigation used here, 
the land supports more to the square mile in many sections than in most other places where 


the people live by agriculture. I am studying thoroughly all the systems of water-lifts used 
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here, and expect to take home practical information which will be simply invaluable, 
Travelling as I am with one of the highest officers of the Government here, I have a chance 
to see the country such as no expenditure of time or money would bring in any other way.” 


PRESBYTERIAN. 

‘The Rev. Archibald Turnbull, in the Church of Scotland Mission Record, speaks thus of 
“ We mourn the expulsions more than the deaths. Threé were 
of men, and the fourth of a woman. One of the men, after the most patient treatment, was 

for 


expelled uselessness, A fakir before baptism, he remained to all intents and purposes 
one also after it ; for he would neither work to support himself nor the objects of the mis- 
sion. He made three or four beginnings, but only to make a end of them all. The 


Hoag wo in neithe ther case had there been a formal 
marriage, so that the law has no jurisdiction over 

that I am now getting every couple in the church married according to Christian rite and 
law, whether they say they were married as Hindus or not. I may add that the fakir family 


influencing them for good, they were pre withdrew the 


rupees’ worth of books—for I made him himself make 
and obtained forgiveness, and, as far as one can judge at least, is now a stauncher Christian 
than ever before. He had erred more from ignorance than depravity, for all the time that 
he persisted in not giving up Ramdas, he also persisted in not giving up Jesus Christ. He 
only thought that I had made an unreasonable prohibition which he ought not to obey. He 
wanted to prosecute Ramdas; I advised him against doing so, seeing that he himself had 
been so much to blame, but I eaid also that I would not oppose any action he might 
seeing that the loss had been his and not mine. Eventually the matter dropped. I after- 
wards called on Ramdas, and I think the case had done him good too; for he confessed to 
having been moved by our Christian forbearance, and I tried to i 
absurdity of the principle on which, in the name of his revered nérdyan (the 

by), he had injured Junndrfyan and impoverished his large family, and how inconsistent it 
all was with his vaunted first principle of ‘ hurting nothing,’ ” 


to Cesarea, excited great interest in his preaching. Dr. Yeretsian writes: “The board which 
answers for a bell having been struck with a hammer, the people collected in the church, and 
I preached on the theme, ‘ What is Christianity?’ They thanked me greatly, and begged 
me to remain over Sunday and preach to them again, it being then Friday. I did so, taking 
for my theme ‘ Christ’s Crucifixion for our sins. On this occasion thirteen Moslem Turks 
were present, and the audience numbered not less than a thousand, both men and women, 
who listened with teare. Among others, two of the Turks were weeping. The whole village 
was strangely moved. They promised to keep the Sabbath holy, and exclaimed, ‘ We have 
learned this day what Christ has done for‘ys.’ The women crowded around me as the fowls 


_flock around the barley, crying, ‘ Do give tis Bible lessons while you stay!’ I did so, ex- 


| common crime of the other two men was, that they abandoned their wives pew 
ones, One of the injured women still, by my advice, maintains her position in her hus- 
band’s house, and receives from him support for herself and four children, and we hope 
gradually to put things to rights again as far as such a wrong can be righted ; but the other 
: was inexorably driven out of her home, and in the meantime, till she can get suitable work, 
al was saved from lapse. The family was Janndrdyan’s, whose name must now be familiar. 
After he was baptized, and after I appointed him a colporteur, I still allowed him to go to ‘ 
| permission. He refused compliance, and it was at this stage that I wrote the letter. 
t prayers of those who offered them seemed to have been answered, for the very good we 
prayed for came out of the very evil we prayed against. Rdmdas and his friends, almost 
immediately afterwards, went so far as to burn all the books Junndréyan still bad in stock 
as colporteur. This brought him to his senses, and drove him back to mefor help. Having 
Wi AMERICAN. 
| 4 The Missionary Review (Princeton) contains a letter from Dr. Yeretsian, from which we 
| 4 learn that the banishment and imprisonment of that Armenian brother have, since his return 
| 
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the Scriptares to them morning and evening in the church. While there one day, 
of several other villages (some of them several hours distant) came and invited 
me to preach the Gospel in their churches also. I accepted their invitation, and as I was 


religion, but to be taught what Christianity is,’ ete. Leaving this village, I passed on to 
where, afer night's rest, I wes sched to proach. They opened the charch, struck 


= 


The Argentine officials, especially their chief, Colonel Lasserre, treated the head of 


the mission, Rev. Thomas Bridges, and all his co-workers, with all considera- 
tion, and all connected with the mission seem to be well pleased with their official neighbours 
and the new order of things they introduce. Bat for the mission and the great change it has 


‘effected in civilizing and evangelizing the natives, there could seem small inducement 
official movement. 

The Spirtt Missions, the organ of the Protestant Episcopal Charch of America, 

interesting because ite English is somewhat peculiar. é give an extract from it: 

was once an old man, who used to get up very early in the morning to worship the 


> 


morning, for I am so anxious to hear.’ That old man, rather 


3 


i to 
dark, he cannot Therefore, he called out to the man with lantern and said, ‘ Will 
desired Well now, my old man, to w you ve thanks— t 
nis desired Pieris was the ‘parable that was preached by one of our Christians I told 
those people present, and inquired them to which they will give thanks. After a short 
near by me answered, ‘To the owner, I think. 
and women, will give thanks to the sun or God, who maker ou m 
hanks ta the God who made the sun, moon, and stars, and everything, Ieaid. They seem 
and said, ‘ Well, we must thank God” 
was the first hear to them, so they may not have full understanding 
In the (Philadelphia) Presbyterian Monthly Record the Rev. J. J. Lacas gives 
account of the Jubilee Conference at Lodiana, India. He says: “‘ As I walked about 
Lodiana mission compound, with its beautiful school baildings and large church, toward 
enlargement of which the native Christians of Lodiana this year gave most liberally, 
some of them with real self-denial ; when I sat, Sunday morning, and looked at the 
company of Christians addressed in choice words and thoughts by two of their own 


Bid 


= 


on my return, and have me preach to them once more. So we went on to the other villages, 

and slept at Karayaghap, after spending half the night in expounding the Seriptures. They 

said, ‘What will become of us! We cannot tarn Protestant, for we do not wish to change 

a Ts or our Church. We only want Gospel 7 We do not desire a change 

into glory ; 

in so many | 
brethren in the mutiny; whet — 

gone forth millions of copies of the Word of God and Gospel trath ; and then, when I thought 

of that November day fifty years ago when Mr. Lowrie rode alone into Lodians-—not « 

native Christian in the place, and probably not s dozen in the Punjab; not « Christian > 
press within # thousand miles ; not « tract in the Panjabi language, and only thirty-nine in 


ilies... 


a 


what God hath wrought !’” 

The Rev. David Thompson, of Tokio, sends us the following narrative: “Some time 
in the month of September or October last, our committee, of the Presbyterian, Reformed 
Dutch, and Scotch United Presbyterian missions, on evangelistic work, received a verbal com- 


referred to reached ua. Were I to record everything of interest that took place during the 
ten days of our stay, my letter would be extremely long. Let it suffice to say in brief that 
after a day of partial rest the prominent men of the place arranged for us a series of meet- 

Some of these were popular lectures, some were lectures to students, etc., some to 
select citizens and merchants, and some were preaching services with « few Christians of 
almost all denominations that we were fortunate enough to find there. The popular lectures 
on moral and religious subjects were held in a theatre provided for us, and were attended by 
large audiences, On the first day it is said as many as two thousand came, but many had to 
go away, as the place would only hold about fifteen hundred. The second and third day, 
when tickets were issued, the audience was from twelve to fifteen hundred. The other 


for the reception of the Gospel by all classes. As the work extends it assumes new phases, 
and we see new reasons both to be afgaid and be encouraged ; as it is written, ‘And thine 
eee ee es because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto 

“The Japan Mail states that the prefect of the province of Cochi is much distressed on 
account of the spread of Christianity throughout his province, and has expressed his fears to 


state of the case. ; 


“* Brief letters from Adana, Central Turkey, report that there are many tokens of a new 
spiritual awakening. Since the revival enjoyed at Adana two years ago, certain difficulties 
have arisen in the church which threatened its peace and prosperity. These difficulties are 
now happily removed, and such a spirit of prayer and forgiveness and brotherly love has 
been developed that our brethren are anticipating great spiritual blessings. 

“ Since the mission station at Inhambane, in East Africa, was established, in July, 1883, 
reports have been received of a Zulu-speaking people living a few days’ journey inland from 
that port. It was said that they were subject to Umzila, and that their principal town was 
Baleni, on the Limpopo River. In October last, Mr. Richards made an expedition to deter- 
mine the truth of these reports, taking with him his Zolu helper, Cetewayo, eight porters, ® 
horse, and adog. Unfortunately, he was not provided with instruments for determining the 
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both Hindi and Unia, though spoken by a hundred millions of people; mot « school in , 
which the Scriptures were taught ; not a missionary among the twenty-two millions of the 
| municatiun from Mr. Yasukawa, one of our native preachers in city, to “ 
request had come to him from some of the prominent leaders of the ‘ Free Party’ in Japan 
to have a missionary or missionaries sent to Kochi, in the province of Toshu (or Tosa) in 
Shikoku, to begin evangelistic work there. Mr. Yasukawa also informed us that he was 
personally acqnainted with, and often met and conversed on religions subjects with, Mr. 
Itagaki, the acknowledged leader of the Free Party here. Mr. Itagaki is quite a prominent 
man. He is one of the acknowledged original founders of the existing Imperial Government, 
won honour in the recent revolution when the Tycoon was dethroned, was for a while a 
Councillor of State, became disaffected, and resigned ; then visited Europe, and retarned, and 
for some years past has been regarded as the head of the ‘Jeu-to’ (or Free Party). No 
doubt many disorderly men united with this party, and recently acts of violence have been 
committed in some parts of Japan which are uniformly attributed to the members of this 
party. There being great and growing danger of « conflict with the Government, it was re- 
solved to dissolve the organization, and let each member stand by himself and be responsible 
: for his own acts. Just about the time that this resolution was reached, the request above 
meetings for students and others were well attended and quite interesting. Many called on 
us at all hours of the day at our hotel. There has been an uprising of the farmers against 
the Government in that region lately. The cause was hard times and high taxes. All is 
quiet now, since about fifty of the farmers and some Government troops and police have been : 
killed. When I was returning to Tokio in the cars the other day, a stranger from the die 
t affected region gave me his card and a pressing invitation to visit his neighbourhood for 
| evangelistic purposes. Thus the whole country appears to be opening up more than ever 
Count Yamada, who shares his distress in this matter. It is said, however, that CountSaigo, ~ 
1| | to whom the facts were reported, was as much — as the others were displeased by the 
We 
he 
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location of the places through which he passed. On the third day out the explorers came 
upon the Makwakwa tribe, of whom Mr. Richards says: ‘They have no gardens at all. 
They are so frequently robbed by Umzila’s impis (soldiers) that they have become quite dis- 
couraged. Another reason is that the native frait is capable of sustaining life, and is abun- 
dant ; and, again, the palm-wine flows freely all over the country. This palm-tree is usually 
four or five feet high, seldom ten feet. It manifests little life, eave at the top, where a few 
leaves appear, looking like a flower-pot on a stump.. These leaves are all cut off, and from 
the cut each tree yields daily about a pint of delicious juice, but highly intoxicating when 
allowed to stand fora few hours. There seems to be no limit to these trees, and we were 
surrounded on every hand by drunken men and women. Even little children were 
about as ingloriously as their parents. It was difficult to avoid trouble with these people, 
yet our guns were respected, and a ball fired carelessly at a near tree would produce quiet for 
were coarse, rough, drunken fellows, often plundering, often plundered, 
and accustomed to quarrels and fights pot altogether bloodless, One could scarce expect to 
find pleasure in passing among them. One evidence of Umzila’s treatment of his Makwakwa 


wide by a greater distance in length. This desolated tract lies to the westward of the Mak- 
and well ap to the eastern borders of the Amagwaza In these deserted kraals 
we rested during the heat of the day, and a most refreshing quiet they affurded us. No staring, 


and with good cace came off none the worse after their stay of five days. A cordial reception 
was given as soon as it was discovered that the visitors were not Portuguese.” 


men 
from America could see this material, out of which we missionaries are trying 
future Christian civilization of this Let us look about us. A dozen men, 


the 
the broad root of a bamyan-tree near the tent, preparatory to their day’s work of wood- 
cutting in the mountains, four or five miles away. The men are naked, except a scanty 


cloth about the waist and a few rags over their shoulders, The women are not much 
better off. They will work all day, returning at nightfall with as much firewood as they 
can carry on their heads, and to-morrow they will carry it from seven to ten miles to 
market, and receive from seven to ten cents for two days’ labour! Not one of them can 
read; they are , and might be called ragged if they had any clothes atall! Next 
appear the village cattle and the children who herd them, followed by the old women, 
shrill-voiced and vile-tongued, who come to gather cow-dung for fuel! If one desires to 
see how wretched and disgusting it is possible for old age to appear, let him visit the 
ischi of quarrels, aiding in sorts ,» covetous, caste 

ean. en love thelt sonla or Christion interest in their welfare sufficient 


comers. They are sharpening their 


- 


allies may be found in the number of deserted kraals to be met with everywhere. Scarce a 
third part of the kraals we passed were inhabited, and perhaps it is no exaggeration to say 
that a third part of all the kraals are silent, covering a space of country seventy-five miles 
curious eyes to watch us, no sullen’chief to be appeased, and no drunken mob to exasperate 
us, Of course, we must add, no food appeared, though water was always at hand.’ On the 
ninth day from Inhambane the Amagwaza people were reached, and here the teetse-fly was 
found in great abundance. The horse and dog, however, endured the attacks of this pest, 
The following striking description is from the pen of the Rev. G. H. Gattersen, of the 
Madura Mission, in Southern India : “ As I pen these lines, the village near my camp is 
astir. It is early morning, and the day’s work begins, for work the people must to keep 
body and soul together, although some of them are scarcely aware that they have a soul. 
; Do they begin work with a hearty meal? Not they. A cup (earthen) of cold rice gruel, 
or a handful of cold boiled rice seasoned with a red pepper, is all they have, and they are 
women 
to endure it all and work for their uplifting bese before my are quarrelling glibly 
over their respective shares in the fuel business aforesaid. I shall have to request them | 
to leave ; one can neither think, read, nor pray, with such adin in his ears. Yet they 
are not the poorest of the poor, and they have heard the Gospel message many times, but 
they are as if they had not heard it, steeped in ignorance, yet so exalted by their caste _ 
that they would never allow a Christian, however clean, to even touch one of their cooking 
utensils! This is caste—the great barrier to our work.” 
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ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE IN MAY. 


Tut Council have the pleasure to announce that the Annual Conversazione will (p.v.) bé 
held on Tuesday, May 15. By the kind permission of the Rev. Principal and Mra. Angus, 
the meeting will take place (as in several former years) at Regent's Park College, from four 
to six o'clock. Early intimation is given in order that members and friends residing in the 
country may arrange, if possible, to attend. Admission will be by cards of invitation, which 
will be forwarded to any who may signify their intention to be present. Further particalars 
will be given in our next issue. } : 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Tae usual monthly meeting of Council Miss A. Wyard, Bristol. 
was held on Thursday, March 12; Donald 
were e prayer was Major-General C.B., 
. Dr. Geri Rev. 8. Wardlaw McAlIl, Bristol. 
offered by the Rev. Dr. Gritton.  - a Clarke, Bristol 
NEW MEMBERS. Miss J. F. Waring, Bristol. 
The following persons were unanimously 
Dr. Lee. Miss Browne, Bristol. 
Mrs. Clapton, Lee. ( Miss J. 8. Browne, Bristol. 
Thos. Stone, Esq., Lee. Mr. Wm. Thomas, Bristol. 
Mah Dobbie, Lee. ure Rogers, Bristol 
rs. toa 
Mra. Dobbie, Mr. and Mrs. Bristol. 
ohn Roberts, Mrs. Jane . 
Miss Hill, Lee. end Ragland, 
Mrs. Halliday, Lee. Mrs. Anne Collins, Bristol. 
F. A. Pierson, Eeq., Lee. Mrs. Elizabeth Harford, Bristol. 
Mrs. Willis, Lee. Mr. Edward Diner Williams, Bristol. 
hy Miss Emily Guy, Bristol. 
weny, i Mr. Rogers, Bristol. 
Mrs. Sweny, Lewisham. Mra Sek A. Rogers, Bristol. 
Mrs. M. Stabbs, te. Miss Susan Rogers, Bristol. 
Major-General Grove, Mr. Geo. Maule, Bristol. 
Mr. J. R. Daniell, Bristol. Mrs. Lydia Warren, Bristol. 
W. Wilkins Hale, -» Bristol. Miss Edith Warren, Bristol. 
Mr. Passmore, Bris Mrs. Elizabeth Hobbes, Bristol. 
Miss James, Bristol. Mr. and Mrs. G. Bidely, Bristol. 
Miss Tassill, Bristol. . Mr. W. Biggs, Bristol. 
Mr. H. W. Just, Bristol. : Mr. Joseph Carrs, Bristol. 
Mr. 8. T. Pout, Bristol. Mr. Robert Jarrett, Bristol. 
Mr. Allen-Hamilton, Bristol. Mr. George Stevens, Bristol. 
Mr. W. E. Williams, Bristol. Mr. George Williams, Pristol. 
Mr. E. P. Green, Bristol. Mr. Daniel Lock, Bristol. 
Thos. Jameson, Esq., Bristol. Mr. W. C. Light, Bristol. 
Mrs. Jameson, Bristol. Mr. Jno, E. Dodds, Bristol. 
Mr. Jno. Fletcher, Bristol. Mr. Jno. Drew, Bristol. 
J. J. Nano, + Bristol. Mn Joseph Blake, Bristol. 
Major Poulden, Bristol. Mr. W. H. Coles, Bristol. 
Rev. Cornelius Griffiths, Bristol. Mr. Joseph Carey, Bristol. 
Rev. A. Wilson, Bristol. Mr. George Bennett, Bristol. 
Miss Tisdall, Bristol. Mr. Alfred E. Baxton, Bristol. 
Rev. A. F. Forrest, Bristol. Mr. 8. C. Kingscote, Bristol. 
Miss M. L. Thomas, Bristol. Mr. J. P. Turner, Bristol. 
Miss L. M. Thomas, Bristol. Mr. Sam Cates, Bristol. 
Mr. Theophilus James, Bristol. Mr. Wm. Howe, Bristol. 
Miss C. Vowles, Bristol. Mr. Thos. Jarrett, Bristol. 
Mr. J. Phillips, Bristol. Mr. Geo. Cottle, Bristol. 
Miss E. Tucker, Bristol. Mr. James Poundsberry, Bristol. 
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Miss Edith Shaw, Bristol. 


Miss Gunstone, Oxford. 

Mrs. Harrison, Newport, Isle of Wight. 
Major-General Lucas, Teignmouth. 

E. T. Scammel, Eeq., Teigumouth. 


Mrs. Buckingham, Teignmouth. 

Mrs. Barnes, : 
rs. 

Rev. R. A. Watson, Teigamouth. 

Mrs. G. Radkin, Teignmouth. 

Mrs. Radkin, Teignmouth. 

Mrs. A. C. Cassan, Teignmouth. 

Mrs. W. B. Harris, Teignmouth. 

Dr. Lake, Teignmouth. 

Miss Moyson, Teignmouth. 

— Stoneman, Esq., Teignmouth. 

Rev. J. B. Blanch, Teignmouth. 

Miss Rogers, Teigumoutb. 

Mrs. Cook, Teignmouth. 

Mrs. Mear, Teignmouth. 

Mrs. Cartis, Teignmouth. 
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Mrs. Fry, Teignmouth. 
Thos. 8. Penny, Eeq., Taunton. 
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DEPUTATION WORK. 

General Field gave a report of his recent 
deputation work. | : 

A letter was read from the Secretary, Mr. 
Arnold, from Edinbargh, reporting on deputa- 
tion work in Scotland, and with special 
reference to large and successful meetings 


The Secretary reported that the Rev. Dr. 
Angus had kindly consented to the Conver- 
sazione being held in Regent's Park College, 
on May 12th. 

QUARTERLY MEETING. 

The Secretary submitted invitation to the 
Quarterly Conference to take place on the 
27th inest., and suggested that it should be 


convened for humiliation and prayer, with 


special reference to the present national 
crisis, The circular was approved. 
UNITED STATES BRANCH. 


Letter was read from the Rey. Dr. Philip 


Scbaff, of New York, reporting the new 
election of officers of the American Evan- 
gelical Alliance, as follows: President, W. E. 
Dodge, Eeq.; Hon. Corresponding Secre- 
taries, Rev. Drs. Prime and Schaff ; Record- 
ing Secretaries, Revs, Dr. H. B. Chapin and 
UG. U. Wenner ; Treasurer, Caleb T. Rowe, Eeq. 


DEPUTATION WORK. 


Dorixe the past month, the Secretary, Mr. 
Arnold, bas visited Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Melrose, Dumfries, amd other places in Scot- 
land, where meeting were held on behalf of 
the Alliance. 

On Friday, February 27, number of 
Christian ladies and gentlemen assembled, by 
private invitation, in the Soldiers’ Institute, 


at Hamilton, to hear an address upon the |i 


"objects and the work of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance. The Rev. Henry M. Hamilton pre- 
aided, and was supported by ministers of 
various churches, all of whom expressed warm 
dnterest in the object of the meeting. 

° At Glasgow, on Sunday, March 1, Mr. 
Arnold conducted the morning service in the 
Berkeley Street United Presbyterian Church 
(Rev. G. L. Carstairs). Oa Monday, March 2, 


‘the present 


& public meeting was held in the Christian 
dastitate, J. Campbell White, Erq., presiding. | 


The Chairman, who was supported by many 
ministers and laymen, spoke briefly of the 
great object of the Alliance, the manifesta- 
tion of the unity of Christ’s Church, and of 
the practical work accomplished by the 


with special reference to che quthen- 


ing at Copenhagen. The Rev. Dr. Fleming 
Stevenson, of Dublin, warmly commended the 


- 


Mr. G. Start, Bristol. 
Mice Smith, Bristol. 
Miss Helen Tucker, Bristol. 
Miss Florence White, Bristol. 
Mise Emma Harris, Bristol. 
Miss Marian Cross, Bristol. 
Miss Maud Viner, Bristol. 
Mies 
Mise Alice Pritchard, Bristol. e and Edinburgh. 
Mrs. Light, Bristol. NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 
It was unanimously resolved that Viscount 
Mr. Chales Morgan, Bristol. Bangor be appointed Vice-President, and 
Rev. J. Davidson, Bristol. = vad Cleghorn, Mejor-General Graydon, 
Mr. ma Barrett, Bristol. an bert Jones, » be appointed 
Mew — members of Council. 
Miss Mackworth, = 
society, under God's blessing. Mr. Arnold 
touched upon the history of the Alliance in a 
few sentences, and then proceeded to speak of 
ts practical work, giving details of the 
wonderful blessings which have followed the 
observance of the Week of Universal Prayer, 
and showing that the efforts of the Alliance 
on behalf of the persecuted had been most 
past, and were needed even at 
time. The Rev. Dr. Boyd fol- 
lowed with a few remarks upon the value of 4 


oor - 
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Alliance to the sympathy and support of al! 
present. 

The following resolution was moved by the 
Rev. D. M. Connell, seconded by the Rev. 
Professor Candlish, supported by the Rev. Dr. 
Andrew Bonar, and carried unanimously: 
“That this meeting having heard the state- 
ment of the Secretary of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, of its principles and work, cordially 
approves the same, and pledges iteelf in every 
way in its power to the cause of 
Christian union and religious liberty as repre- 
sented by the Alliance.” 

In the evening of Monday, March 2, 
drawing-room meeting was held at the resi- 
dence of R. Hunter Craig, Eeq., at Kelvin- 
side. Mr. Arnold spoke of the principles of 
the Alliance, and gave farther details illustra- 
tive of its practical work. This was followed 
by brief addresses from the Rev. Dr. William- 


son, of Shanghai, Rev, Dr. Boyd, Rev. Pro-| ing 


fessor Lindsay, Rev. Wm. Robinson, and 
others, all of whom cordially supported the 
appeal of the Secretary. 

On Tuesday evening, March 3, a large 
number of ladies and gentlemen aseembied, 
by the invitation of Sir William and Lady 
Collins, at Park Terrace East. After devo- 
tional exercises conducted by the Rev. A. 
Scott Matheson, the Chairman expressed the 
pleasure it gave Lady Collins and himself to 
see so many present. He had long taken a 
warm interest in the Alliance, and he felt sure 
that what they would hear from the deputa- 
tion would stimulate them all to renewed 
interest in this noble cause. Mr. Armold’s 
address was listened to with rapt attention, 
after which the Rev. Dr. Marshall Lang gave 
a deeply interesting sketch of the Copen- 
hagen Conference. Brief but cordial addresses 
were also given by the Rev. Dr. Fleming 
Stevenson, of Dublin, Rev. Dr. Boyd, and 
Rev. Principal Douglas, p.p. A suggestion 
made by Mr. Arnold as to the next Annual 
Conference held in Glasgow was 
warmly taken up, and after unanimous ex- 
pressions of approval, a committee was con- 
stituted of the gentlemen present (about 
thirty ) to consider the whole matter, and take 
the necessary The Revs. Dr. Marshall 
Lang and William Boyd were appointed con- 
veners of this committee. 

On Wednesday, March 4, Mr. Arnold 
proceeded to Edinburgh, where a drawing- 
room meeting was held at the residence of 
Colonel and Mrs. Davidson. The 
was followed by the Rev. Principal Cairns, 
D.D., who gave a very impressive address, 
vividly describing the Copenhagen Con- 
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ference. The Rer. Dr. Teape, General 
Nepean Smith, Col Agnew, and others, 
also took part in the proceedings. 

On Monday, March 9, a very large number 
of ladies and assembled, by invi- 
tation of Mr. Ainsliejand his daughter, in 
their drawing-room Moray Place, to re- 


ceive from Mr. A a statement of the 
work of the Alliance at home and abroad, 
and a report of the recent Conference at 
Copenhagen. General Nepean Smith pre- 
sided, and in a few opening remarks dwelt 
upon the duty of Christians manifesting 
before the world their oneness in Christ. 
Mr. Arnold’s address was followed with sus- 
tained interest, and at the close of the 
meeting many came forward expressing a 
wish to be enrolled as members of the 
Alliance. Mr. R.A. Macfie, Rev. W. M. 
Falconer, and others, took part in the meet- 


On Friday, March 6, Mr. Arnold pro- 
ceeded to Berwick-on-Tweed, where a draw- 


devotional exercises, 

On Tuesday, March 10, Mr. Arnold re- 
turned to Glasgow to meet the newly- 
appointed committee. There was a full 
attendance, and it was unanimously agreed 
to invite the Council to convene the Annual 
Conference, in the early part of October 
next, ia the city of . A number 
of ministers and laymen were added to the 
Committee, and officers appointed. 

At Dunbar, on March 11, Mr. Arnold 
had the opportunity of addressing two meet- 
ings kindly convened by the Rev. James 
Dodds in the Free Church Hall. The 
a addresses awakened very great - 


Thuredey, March 12, a drawing-room 
meeting was held at the- residence of Dr. 
and Mrs, Gilchrist, at Dumfries, when a large 
number of ladies and gentlemen assembled. 
Mr. Arnold’s address on the objects and 
practical work of the Alliance elicited many 

of warm sympathy. 

On Friday, March 13, the Rev. J. E& 
and Mrs. Brigg convened a drawing-room 


f 
of Mr. Alderman Purves, 
At Melrose, on Sunday, March 8, the 
ministers of the Free, United Presbyterian, 
and Congregational Churches gave up their 
Sunday evening services, in order that they 
and their congregations might attend the 
service in the Parish Church, where the 
| pulpit was occupied by Mr. Arnold. The 
minister (Rev. Dr. Herdman) and the other 
ministers already referred to assisted in the 
| 
Wt 
| 
if 
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Lieut.-General Field c.n., reported that, 


was beld at their house, at Lee, on the evening 
of Feb. 13. The address was much ap- 
preciated, and the Blackheath and Lee Branch 
of the Evangelical Alliance was strengthened 
by many of those present giving their names 
to become members. 

On Feb, 17, General Field visited Clifton 
and Bristol, and remained there until the 
2ist, holding drawing-room and public 
meetings, in the endeavour to make the 
Lord’s people better acquainted with the 
principles and operations of the Evangelical 
Alliance, and to seek to draw out a more full 
manifestation of brotherly love and union. 
Miss Charles, of Worcester Lodge, Clifton, 
and the Rev. Mr. and Mrs, Barne, of Victeria 
Square, most kindly convened drawi 
meetings at their houses, which were well 
attended ; and the report given of the progress 
of the society, ly in the extension of 
the Week of Prayer and of the late General 
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meetings were held in St. Werburgh's Church, 
the Young Men's Christian Association Rooms, 
and in Stapleton Mission Hall. They were 
fairly representative, and the local branch of 
the Alliance was strengthened by the adhesion 
of one hundred new members before the 


deputation left Bristol. 
At Teignmouth, on the afternoon of Feb- 
ruary 23, a large of friends took 


. | Pitt-Pitts, at their residence. The Vicar (Rev. 


Mr, Metcalfe) presided, and spuke strongly in 
support of the Evangelical Alliance, and of its 


General Conference at Copenhagen gave much 
many new members to the Alliance were ob- 


sent day, and, after giving the thanks of the 
meeting to General Field, he and other 


THE LATE WEEK OF 


Tue following extracts from letters relating 
to the observance of the late Week of Prayer 
will be read with interest :— | 

Touneoo, Burman.—For the 
first time the Week of Prayer has been 
observed here. All joining in the move- 
ment received blessing. There are 
in connexion with this mission (the Ameri- 
can Baptist Mission Union) 120 churches of 
native Christians gathered from among the 
Karens, and in number nearly 5,000 bap- 
tized adults. It is most desirable that these 


UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 


dear disciples should be brought into sym- 
pathy with this grand movement of prayer. 
JunvsaLem.—The Week of Prayer is regu- 
larly observed in Jerusalem, and has proved 
to be a season of spiritual refreshment and 
There are three Protestant 
congregations—the German, under the Rev. 
Dr. Lepsius, son of the late famous Egypto- 
logist ; the English, under the Rev. A. H. 
Kelk ; and the native Arabic congregation, 
under the Rev. F. Wolters, missionary, of 
the Church Missionary Society. They each 


meeting at the Vicarage, Hepworth, near inte- 
Huddersfield, when Mr. Arnold had the op- 
portanity of speaking upon the subject of | ; 
Christian union and co-operation to an 
appreciative audience. 
In this brief report it has been impossible 
to do more than give an outline of the 
deputation work, bat it is gratifying to : 
know that in all the places visited a very desiring to co-operate in 
cordial feeling of sympathy with the aims| becoming members and subscribers. The : 
of the Alliance was evoked, and at each 
meeting Christian ladies and gentlemen gave 
their names for enrolment as members of 
the Alliance. In addition to the meetings 
detailed above, Mr. Arnold gave several 
evangelistic addresses by the invitation of 
friends in Glasgow and other places. 
piace, through the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. 
through the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. W 
very valuable and frequent interference in 
behalf of oppressed and persecuted Christians 
in many lands. The address was warmly re- 
ceived, and the deputation thanked. Some | 
present had not previously heard of the great 
| work of the society, and the account of the 
tained. ).ln the Temperance Hall, on the even- 
ing of the 23rd, a public meeting was held, with 
Dr. Lane in the chair. It was well attended, 
and the liveliest interest was taken in the 
address. The Chairman, in some lucid and 
valuable observations, dwelt upon the great | 
value of the Evangelical Alliance in the pre- ‘ 
| bers of the society. : 
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[Apei! 2, 1886, 
observed the Week of Prayer; and thrice in Naw Zeatanp.—The Rev. J. T. Hinton, 
the week the meetings were united, when of Wellington, writes: The circular invita. 

“ prayers were offered up in the English, Ger- lac, serazer duly reached me in November 
and Arabic languages. Secretary our Ministers’ Meeting, 

"We here hed very took steps to make it known, and arrange. 
encouraging meetings, and out of the fuil ments were made for the week's meetings as 
week of meetings has sprang a weekly prayer. per enclosed advertisement. The meetings 
meeting, which I had long desired to get have been fairly well attended, and the 
established. The programme was strictly ministers of all the Free Churches have taken 
followed out, and this J found very help- an interested part in them. I feel sure that 
fal. these and such-like meetings are of real value, 
Suraxa—The Week of Prayer was held sven though we may not be able to trace any 
daily—in the mornings, in the Dutch Chapel; direct result, Everything is good = which 
and in the evenings, meetings took place in the helps us to see over the boundary walls and 

Evangelical Hall connected with the Smyrna to grasp handa 
Rest. The Rev. Dr. Somerville, on his evangel- Cama. — Oar Shanghai correspondent 
istic mission, having arrived just as the Week writes : The Week of Prayer was observed as 

; of Prayer commenced, it was arranged that he in former years, the only difference being 
should give the addresses, and in the even- that this time the management was under the ' 
ings they were interpreted to the Greeks who direct control of the new Branch of the Al. 
were present. The gatherings in the Dutch liance, The meetings were well attended, 
Chapel were large, and many came in by and the earnestness and devotedness shown 

rail from the country to attend. ‘deep | the Braver indicated that 
blessing rested upon the meetings, and « the meetings were not being in vain. 
impression was made by the heart-stivies Shanghai has often been noted as an immoral 
addresses. and wicked place. Truly it is heart-rending 
Ustrep Stares.—The Rev. Dr. Prime when one considers all the evil that is carried 
writes under date, New York, Feb. 12: So on here ; nevertheless, it is « matter for great 
many weeks have now passed since the Week rejoicing that there are, apart from mission. 
ment of the apparent results. I say apparent, true-hearted believers both in the hongs and 
because if any are not disposed to associate other places of business. This leaven of 
the events with the prayer, they may have goodness redeems Shanghai from total black - 
| their own view of the matter. Bat the facts ness, and must necessarily have an influence 
are these—that an immediate spiritual bless- for good in the community, And we think 
7 ing has been enjoyed, with revival of religion that the outcome of our Week of Prayer 
places, fn widely very, snany | will be inereaed doretion of, 
Places, in widely distant parts of these Unites more vigorous effort put forth to establish 
States. I do not know that any one part of | fally the kingdom of Christ, both among 
the country has been more favoured with | the natives and foreigners of this neighbour- 
these precious influences than another, but | hood. 
there is evidence now gathered that the Week Our correspondent at Chefoo writes: The 
of Prayer was more generally observed by “Week of Prayer” was observed hers this 
Christian people thie year than in any re-} year with perhaps more than the usual 
cent previous year, and more religious inte- | interest. The attendance never has been so 
rest has attended and followed it. The large as it was this year, This, however, is 
: last Thursday in January is annually observed explained by the fact that the number of 
week may be Tespecting the | larger than it The large 
week may be truthfally made of the college attendance was kept up to the close of the 
: day. F enclose « slip with statistics showing week, We were also gratified to have a 
| the religious condition of many of our eal. mumber of the residents from the mercantile 
leges. : | community to meet with us. | 
A JAPANESE CONVERTS REQUEST FOR PRAYER. 
THE following request for prayer was Deat Brothers and Sisters in Christ J; Our 
tented at the Union Meetings in Toki, | Lord and Saviour : ie 
Japan — Hearing that all the missionaries of Tokio 
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ta, Esq. 


Mra Pitt Pitts 


Forrest 
Aim 
bee 
<q 
A. Smt 


F. Chalmers 


Pitt- Pit 


and pray that this new bond of union will| Since the. receipt of this letter informe- 
be means of enovuraging to work more | ton hae reached us of the formation of 
earnestly for the cause of Christianity.” another Chinese Branch at Hankow. 

a We give the fc and regulations to 
recen 
gelic 
ber, 

with 
Italia 

Alliance House, 3, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 

3. 


